
Holbrook art Vocabulary Progression 

 Eyfs Year 1 
All the previous and… 

Year 2 
All the previous and… 

Year 3 
All the previous and… 

Year 4 
All the previous and… 

Year 5 
All the previous 

and… 

Year 6 
All the previous and… 

Artists and art 
history 

Different, same Differences, dislike, 
famous, like, similarities 
 

Artist, craft maker, 
creativity, compare, 
inspire, notable, opinion,  

Compare and contrast, 
media 

Inspiration, reflect, 
techniques 

Range, symbolic, 
atmosphere, focus, 
identity, signature 

Disciplines, experiences 
imagination, subtle, 
complex, sources, 

consistent, inconsistent, 
convey, critique, criticise  

Developing ideas Different, same Differences, idea, 
practise, similarities, 
starting point, 

Work, work of art,  

Creative, design, focus, 
imagination, improve, 
methods, 

observe, work of art 

Craft, creativity, 
design, observations, 
ideas, improvements, 

sketchbooks, skills  

Adapt, evaluate, 
experiment, feedback, 
first-hand observations, 

techniques  

Awareness, predict, 
present, review, 
revisit, develop 

Refine, replicate, research, 
enhance, imitate, refine, 
texture, form  

Drawing dark, light, line, 
mark 

mark, line, control, tone, 
thick, thin, dark, light 

viewfinder, plan, shade, 
tone, light, dark, line 

expression, grade, 
tone, shade, line 

tone, line, grade, 
shading, cross 
hatching, hatching, 
stippling 

line, outline, design, 
perspective, 
dimension, horizon, 
composition, tone 

observational drawing, 
realistic, naturalistic, 
impression, technique, 
tone, line, shading, cross 
hatching, hatching, 

stippling, perspective, 
horizon, composition 

Painting and 
colour theory 

dark, light, colour, 
primary colour 
 

paint, brush, stroke, mix, 
primary colour, 
secondary colour, bright 

 
 

primary colour, 
secondary colour, mix, 
pattern, warm colour, 

cool colour, vivid, blend 
 

tint, shade, tone, 
highlight, shadow, 
complementary colour, 

contrasting colour 
 

colour wash, 
atmosphere, layer, 
tertiary colour 

 
 

analogous, 
harmonious, 
vibrant, dull,  

hue, pigment, palette, 
saturation, opacity 

Sculpting Shape, roll, 
flatten, tool, pinch 

mould, carve, tool, roll, flatten, knead, pinch mould, coil, pinch, press, flatten, carve, knead, roll, slab, slip, structure, 
stable, texture, form 

mould, cast, slip, form, 
scale, proportion, 
expression, exaggeration, 
culture, influence 

Materials Stick, material, 
press, join, hold 

textiles, fabric, apply, layer, adhesive, collage, 
overlap, overlay, cut 

textile, fabric, weaving, woven, loom, alternate, over, under, decorative, 
knot, fray, plait, texture 
 

mixed media, combine, 
layer, texture, contrast, 
embellish, composition 

Printing print, shape, hand, 

finger, foot, rub, 
scrape, press 

print, material, pattern, rotation, overlap, 

monoprint, relief, shape, press 

layer, monoprint, relief, motif, detail, material, effect, purpose, combine layer, monoprint, relief, 

motif, detail, effect, 
purpose, overlay, mixed 
media, edition 

 

KS1 National Curriculum spelling list  Year 3/4 National Curriculum spelling list   Year 5/6 National Curriculum spelling list  


