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Introduction 
 
Our Intent is for all children at Holbrook to:  

 
At Holbrook we seek to provide exciting learning opportunities for children to foster enthusiasm for learning. We 
believe that the curriculum should help children to experience 'life in all its fullness’ (John 10:10) so our thematic 
curriculum includes regular opportunities for enrichment including visits, theatre trips, visitors into school 
and outdoor learning in our wonderful setting. We aim for a curriculum which is broad and rich to help children 
find their talents and passions. We have designed and personalised our curriculum to ensure that all children 
leave us with a wide foundation of knowledge, the necessary skills to be successful, lifelong learners and a 
passionate curiosity about the world around them. A focus on 'cultural capital' in every subject area helps us to 
ensure that children experience the best of what has been thought, said, achieved or created. 
 
In order to support children to 'live life in all its fullness', our curriculum is underpinned by some key drivers: 
  
Success for all:  we are committed to academic excellence, using the endpoints of the national curriculum to aim 
high. We support all pupils, particularly those with special educational needs, or who are from disadvantaged 
backgrounds to make rapid progress and to be successful in their learning 
Ready for the future:  as well as academic achievement, we look at opportunities in the curriculum to prepare 
children for their future. Careers education, an emphasis on oracy, a focus on exploration of the world’s issues 
and challenges, and threads of diversity and inclusion all run through our carefully planned curriculum, so that 
children go into the world aspirational and ready to make contributions to their communities. 
Life-long, curious living and learning:  through our curriculum we help children to become self-motivated, 
independent learners. We provide learning experiences which are exciting, enriching and challenging, and which 
expose children to the best of the cultures of the world. 
 

Our Implementation through routines:  
 

Our routines have been carefully designed, developed and adapted in order to distil them in to their key 
components and provide a clearly recognisable, research-based and context-specific structure to our lessons and 
learning sequences. 
 

Each routine provides a basic outline for building and enhancing learning in their specific subject areas whilst also 
enabling flexibility to allow teachers to continue to adapt lessons to their own strengths as well as their children’s 
unique needs each year. 
 

By using simple, clear symbols, children are consistently reminded of their progress through a lesson and a subject 
whilst also having the expectations for independence and effort subtly and regularly reinforced during their 
learning. 
 

Furthermore, these routines provide consistency across all classes which enables smooth transitions between year 
groups (including those split across classes) and a clear framework for analysing and improving the effectiveness 
of the different stages within our lessons. 
 

Our aim is for every class to use consistent routines for their learning with recognisable, visual symbols which 
enable children to be aware of and understand the entire process of engaging with new content. In most lessons, 
the symbol for the stage of the process that the children have reached is displayed or referenced in order to 
support this. 
 

Through using our routines, we aim to maximise pupil learning in lessons and sequences of lessons; support 
children in developing their independence and passion for learning; provide a framework for analysing lessons to 
support the continual professional development of all staff;  and create a viable, research-based and context-
specific approach of learning to meet the needs of all our pupils. 
 

Thank you for reading this. To see examples of our amazing work, please get in touch to visit our school or take 
a look at our amazing website. 
 
Mrs Wright 

 

 

 

 

 





















Holbrook Mindful Moments 

Some Mindful Moments are selected to support us in 
nurturing our focus and concentration. This may be by 
focussing our concentration internally on how we are 
feeling mentally or physically, or, they may be short 
activities and challenges, unrelated to the curriculum, 
which allow us a risk-free moment to develop our 
concentration skills. 

At certain points in a day, any person can need a moment 
to re-centre themselves and calm both their mind and 
body down. These activities have been selected for the 
times when our cups are a little too full and we need a 
moment to decompress and settle ourselves. 

Transitions between break times, dinner times and 
lessons can always be a point of potential haste in the 
day where everyone is rushing to get ready for the next 
session. These activities have been selected to engage us 
in a calm, meaningful activity which both allows a brain 
break from the mental load of learning and a moment of 
focussed calm to ready our minds for the next lesson. 

In the same way that we all need moments of calm 
during a day, we also need moments of activity and 
movement to energise our minds and bodies. These 
activities have been selected as controlled moments for 
us to shake ourselves up, wake ourselves up and fill up 
our cups when they are beginning to run low. 

A lot can happen in a single day for a child at school. 
Organising and understanding this information takes 
patience, skill and a high level of cognitive energy. These 
activities provide scaffolded ways of reflecting on our 
day, our week, our term or even our feelings in the 
current moment as well as developing our spirituality. 
They are intended to support us in leaving school each 




